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Principally Speaking
September 2007

The acquisition of knowledge is the mission of research; the transmission of knowledge is the mission of teaching;
and the application of knowledge is the mission of public service.

James A. Perkins

Welcome back everyone — and a special welcome to the Class of 2011. As always, we are proud of the
accomplishments of our most recent graduates. We are looking forward to another outstanding year at High Tech
and eagerly anticipating your arrival on September 6"

The back page of this newsletter lists the dates for the significant events that occur in the first two months of the
school year (and there are several of them). A detailed calendar of events for the year will be included in the Parent/
Student Handbook in order for you to plan out your year. A hard copy of the handbook is given out on the first day
of school and a “pdf” version of the handbook will also be available on the new and improved HTHS website. On
the homepage, you will also find a link to a ‘published’ calendar that is available for ‘subscription’ through various
calendar programs. At the very least, keep this page bookmarked as it is constantly updated as additions and
revisions are made to the calendar and is your most accurate resource for information of this type. One day to
reserve on your calendar is Back-to-School Night on Thursday, September 20" beginning at 6:30 PM. I, along with
the entire faculty, hope to see you all there as we look forward to acquainting ourselves with the faces of new and
returning High Tech parents.

All students will once again be receiving a Premier agenda/planner for the 2007-08 school year. We will encourage

students to use these as a resource for our continued focus on organization and planning (short AND long range) as
a life skill.

As the words of James A. Perkins describe, education is a process of acquisition, transmission, and application.
While the first two are traditionally understood, without application, we simply store a great deal information in our
brains that serves no legitimate purpose for making an impact in our world. Our program is built around the notion
that “learning by doing” is the most effective means of gaining relevant knowledge in preparing students for higher
education and, more importantly, life. Ask your children about how they are applying what they learn to practical
experiences and share your own perspective. There is no greater way to ensure the value of your child’s complete
education than that.

I look forward to seeing you all at some point during the year.

Daniel D. Simon, Sr.
Principal

P.S. I am pleased to welcome our three newest faculty members; Mrs. Tracey Valetutto (Chemistry/Research), Mrs.
Devyn Orozco (Chemistry/Research) and Mr. Alan Brown (History/English). I am confident that you will be as
impressed with their professionalism and enthusiasm as I have been. They will be great additions to our outstanding
faculty.



Co-Presidents’ Letter

TO ALL OUR NEW HTHS FRESHMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES, WELCOME TO HTHS!
TO ALL THE REST OF YOU—WELCOME BACK!

We hope all of you had a wonderful summer of fun and relaxation! We hope that this 2007-
2008 school year will be fantastic.

The PFA, with your support, was able to raise over $21,000 (net profit) this past year. With this
money we are able to provide subsidy funding for such events as Spanish cultural performances, trips
to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in NYC, Shakespeare performances, Senior Awards Brunch, Post
Prom and other worthwhile events. Your participation is a key factor in allowing these kinds of
events to happen.

As we all know, the first months of the new school year are hectic. To all the new freshman families,
please feel free to call any of us on the PFA board to help answer questions or just point you in the
right direction. We may not have all the answers but we can usually find someone who does!

Just a Reminder... Thursday, September 20™ is “Back to School Night”. Members of the PFA should
pick up their PFA student directory. If you haven’t joined yet, there will be a PFA member who will
sign you up. See you at Back to School Night!

Michele Robins
Jean Primavera Co-Presidents PFA
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PFA Membership: Join Us!

We invite all High Tech families and faculty to become members of the HTHS PFA. Our goal is for 100% of
our school community to be counted among its members. Thanks so much to everyone who has become a
member and generously given your time and talents.

FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO WOULD LIKE TO JOIN, please fill in the enclosed Family Data Form and return it,
along with your dues, to the school office. Please mark your envelope “PFA Membership”.

Know that you will be supporting your child’s school by helping the PFA to provide for the many programs
that are available to all of our students. Some of the services we provide include the Back-to-School picnic in
September, and the cost of travel to many student competitions and trips. We make funds available to the stu-
dents for their research projects, we bring in speakers and performers for several educational programs through-
out the year, and we sponsor an all night substance-free Post-Prom event. As members you will be listed in and
receive the annual Student Directory. You will be sent our newsletter, High Tech Times, which is printed six
times each year. In it you will find a listing of all upcoming events and activities, information on how you can
become involved, and an ever-impressive list of awards and accomplishments the High Tech students and fac-
ulty have earned. You will know that you have contributed to maintaining the level of educational excellence
High Tech promotes.

PLEASE DON’T DELAY - JOIN TODAY!
HAVE YOU HAD A CHANGE IN YOUR ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER FOR A DIFFERENT COMMITTEE?

Please notify the PFA by filling in the enclosed Family Data form and forwarding it to the school office atten-
tion “Membership”. Please direct any questions to Karen Rock via the BBS, .

PFA Scholarship News
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PSAT Prep Clinic with
Princeton Review

The Education Support Committee is pleased to
announce our PSAT prep clinic will be taught by
Princeton Review in September and October 2007. The
class (six hours over three days) will be offered at HTHS
for only $75. This includes the Princeton Review
materials, teachers and a scored practice PSAT. The
clinic will be offered on Mondays (September 24",
October 1% and October 15™) OR on Tuesdays
(September 25", October 2™ and October 9™). The actual
PSAT exam will be given at school on Wednesday,
October 17", to all HTHS sophomores (as a practice) and
juniors (counts for National Merit Scholarships).
Scholarships for the clinic are available — contact Mr.
Simon as soon as possible in September.

To register for the PSAT Clinic, please call Princeton
Review at 866-TPR-PREP (866-877-7737). Payment
should be done via credit card or ask about other
arrangements when you call. You MUST take the
practice PSAT on 9/15 or make arrangements with
Princeton Review to take it on your own prior to the
beginning of the clinic.

While any student can take the course, juniors may
benefit the most since the PSAT counts for them!

ALL students are encouraged to take the practice PSAT.
It will be offered the morning of September 15™ at
HTHS. Cost to those NOT enrolled in the prep clinic will
be $5 for HTHS PFA members and $8 for non-members.
This will cover a continental breakfast on the day of the
practice test and snacks during the Princeton clinic.

A practice SAT will also be offered on Saturday, October
27" Details will be available in the next newsletter.

~ Linda Kern & Dianne Thompson

Driver’s Education Course

The PFA at High Technology High School will again be
organizing an after-school Driver's Education classroom
course in conjunction with Coast Driving School on
Wednesday afternoons from 2:45 to 5:00, starting Sep-
tember 12. The class runs for 13 weeks, with the dates
listed on the registration form. The cost is $140. None of
the MCVSD career academies offers Driver’s Education
during the school day because there isn’t room to fit it in
the curriculum. This course is similar to what your stu-
dent would have received at a regular public high school.
Students who satisfactorily complete the program will
receive a certificate stating that they have completed the
30 hours so that they may be able to qualify for reduced
insurance rates. Please note that this is not a behind-the-
wheel course.

Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis. The
class will be open to sophomores, juniors and seniors, but
priority will be given to students who already driving or
are or will be turning 16 by December. The class will
probably also be offered in the spring as it has been for
the past few years, and freshmen who will be turning 16
by then will also be eligible to take the class. The regis-
tration form will be posted in the BBS Announcements
and is included in this newsletter.

For the 2007-08 school year, Coast Driving School has
very generously donated two full-tuition scholarships,
one in the fall and one in the spring, for students who are
unable to pay the fee. Students who wish to apply for the
scholarship should ask Mr. Simon for an application.
Scholarship recipients will be notified privately, and con-
fidentiality will be maintained.

Questions? Contact me on the BBS.
~ Debbie Shields, Driver’s Ed. Coordinator

BBS Support

The PFA provides technical support for issues related to
the connection and use of the HTHS Bulletin Board Ser-
vice (BBS). The BBS is a valuable communication me-
dium between the students, parents and faculty of HTHS.
If you have technical problems or questions concerning
operation of the BBS system, please contact Jayne Kelly .

Corporate Donations—Enrich Your
Students’ Activities!

Corporate donations have made a number of student ac-
tivities possible over the past few years. Many of the
competitions, conferences and trips our students have
participated in were partially or fully funded by such
donations. Please help us continue to help our students!

If you have any information regarding possible corporate
donations, please contact Joan Dale via BBS . The more
funds we get, the more competitions, conferences and
trips our students can participate in! Please take the time
to find possible funding through your community or
place of work.




Fundraising Corner

A new year is upon us and the PFA has a tall
order to fill. We hope to continue to award
several scholarships to graduating seniors,
fund a post prom party, and support several
grants for the Global Enrichment Programs
offered to HTHS students among other ac-
tivities. The whole can only be as successful
as the sum of its parts. We need parent vol-
unteers to be a successful organization. The
students of HTHS work had all year. As their
parents, we hope to support these programs
to enhance their experiences and reward
their hard work.

If you would like to help, please drop a note in
the PFA mailbox, call me or email me on the
BBS. Any level of support is appreciated.

We offer many opportunities to support the

PFA throughout the 2007-08 school year.

e HTHS Clothing: Please look for the HTHS
clothing available for purchase at Back to
School Night. Forms also on BBS.

o Kid Stuff Coupon Books will be the first
fundraiser. We will distribute the Coupon
Books at Back to School Night for immedi-
ate purchase for $25. Simply return the
book at the end of the night if you do not
wish to purchase it. Additional copies will
also be available that night till Sept. 28™.
The financial gain for this fundraiser is
very meaningful to the PFA.

o Winter Barnes and Noble Book Fair will
be held in early Dec . This is a wonderful
opportunity to purchase holiday gifts .

o Art and Gift Auctionto be held in April,
This is an evening of music, socializing,
Art Auction and gift basket raffles.

o Spring Barnes and Noble Book Fair will
be held in June. The summer reading
books are available at this book fair.

We also of fer the Annual Donation Option.

Please see the enclosed form for details.

If you need magazines at any time, shop
www.QSP.com and select High Tech as
your school—we'll get 40%!

The PFA is looking forward to a success-
ful fundraising year to benefit the stu-
dents of High Technology High School.
Please join us in these efforts to benefit
our children.

Susan Carlson, VP & Acting Fundraising
Chair,

PFA Treasurer’s Report

Thank you for your support and participation
which helped the PFA raise over $21,000 in
2006/2007. Some of our activities included
the Art and Gift Auction, which had a net
profit of $12,222 and the 50/50 raftle which
brought in $2,651. Your membership dues
totaled $3,186 and your annual donations
were $2,650. We also received $3,750 in cor-
porate scholarship donations.

All of this allowed us to pay for student en-
richment activities and scholarship awards
totaling over $26,000. The Post Prom Com-
mittee received $8,041 from the PFA to fund
its after Prom event at the YMCA. The PFA
awarded $7,250 in student scholarships and
$3,750 in corporate scholarships to 15 gradu-
ating senior students. $6,879 was spent on
student enrichment activities such as class
trips, after school clubs and student competi-
tions.

These activities, grants and awards helped us
to carry out our mission at the PFA, which is
to enhance the student experience here at
High Technology High School.

For more information on our financials and
other activities, please plan to attend one of
our monthly board meetings. They occur on
the first Monday of each month at 7 pm in the
HTHS faculty room. All PFA members are
welcome!

Questions to Jackie Francisco-Sapienza.




Driver’s Education Course to Be Offered after School

The PFA has made an agreement with Coast Driving School to provide a 30 hour

driver safety classroom instruction course this fall. This course will be comparable to

what is offered in other NJ high schools. It is anticipated that there will also be a

course starting in mid-January, with a separate registration form. This fall, Coast

Driving School has kindly donated a full tuition scholarship for students who would

not be able to attend without financial aid. Another will be offered in spring. See Mr. Simon to apply.

e Sessions will be held from 2:45 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, on the following dates: Sept. 12,
19, 26, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, Nov. 7, 14, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19.

e Students must arrange for their own transportation home after classes. A list of participants will be
posted at school to assist in arranging car pools for rides home. Any student not able to be picked up
by 5 pm must talk to Mr. Simon before beginning the course.

e Students who have satisfactorily completed the course (completed homework, passed any quizzes,
missed no more than three classes, and made up missed work) will receive a certificate or card which
may qualify them for reduced auto insurance rates. (Check with your insurance carrier.)

e The fee for the course will be $140. It must be paid in cash, money order or certified check to
Ronald Conley, President - Coast Auto Driving School, Inc. Personal checks are not accepted.

e Payment is due by the end of the first day of class. No refunds will be issued after the first class.

e Registration will be done on a first come-first served basis. First priority will be given to students
who are currently driving, although there will also be room for students who will turn 16 during the
fall. Please indicate birth date on registration form.

e Do not send your registration to HTHS. Mail it to: Debbie Shields, 20 Hillside St., Red Bank, NJ
07701, and write on the envelope “Driver’s Education.”

e Your student’s enrollment status will be posted on the BBS in PFA/Public Announcements and at
school during the first week of school. Receipt of your registration will be acknowledged if you
indicate an email address on your registration form.

e Any student who is a discipline problem will be asked to leave the class and will NOT receive a
refund.

e Classroom instruction in drivers’ education and behind-the-wheel training are
two separate programs. You will need to sign up with a driving school for the
six hours behind-the-wheel training, which can be done through any driving
school in the area. This is also how it is done in other NJ high schools.

Monmouth County Vocational School District, HTHS, the PFA and Coast Driving

School will not be held liable or responsible for any injuries, accidents or losses. The PFA receives no
financial benefit from the course and sponsors it solely to help students become safe drivers and receive
possible discounts on auto insurance premiums. Questions? Contact Debbie Shields, PFA Driver’s Ed.
Coordinator, by BBS.

Driver’s Ed Class Registration-Please Print

Name: Sr Jr Soph
Phone number: Birth date:

Address:

Parent Signature: Email address:
Already Driving (Y/N) Driving this fall : Driving next spring :

*** Do not send payment with this registration. See payment instructions above. ***



HTHS-PFA FAMILY DATA FORM

(Side one)
Student Name Class of
Please print all information and complete both sides of this form.
Drop off at: PFA Membership Mail to: HTHS-PFA Membership
PFA Mailbox OR P.O.Box 119
HTHS Main Office Lincroft, New Jersey 07738

In addition to being listed in the annual PFA Student Directory, members will receive the
PFA High Tech Times newsletter six times yearly.

PFA VOLUNTEERS - Please check off those committees you would like to learn
more about volunteering for:

Alumni Support Parent-Student Activities
Education Support Post Prom Event

Fundraising Scholarships/Corporate Grants
Art Auction Technical Support

Hospitality

Membership Any committee needing help

For committee descriptions, visit http://www.hths.mcvsd.org, select “PFA ”, then “PFA Home”. You can
also call the chairperson of the committee to find out what you can do.

TALENT BANK — Do you have any talents or affiliations that would benefit the HTHS
students, faculty or Parent-Faculty Association? Please let us know!

PFA MEMBERSHIP DUES- Please select and check off a membership plan.
Include cash or check, made payable to “HTHS-PFA”, with this form.

Duration |Description Amount |Cash |Check

4 Year |Freshman Discount (Pay one time, be a member for 4 years!) $60.00

3 Year |Sophomore Discount (Pay one time, be a member for 3 years!) |$45.00

1 Year |One year (no discount) $20.00




PFA FAMILY DATA FORM

(Side two)

Please print all information and complete both sides of this form.

First Name Last Name
Student
Father
Mother
Guardian
Student Information
Telephone Number Email Address (not BBS)
Street Address Town and Zip Code

NOTE: If Father/Mother/Guardian has a different address or phone number from the student and would like to be in-
cluded in the PFA Student Directory and receive information, please complete the section below.

Name Telephone Number Email Address

Street Address Town Zip Code

(Email information will not be published in the PFA Directory.)
Please identify any current or former High Tech siblings below.
Name Class of

Name Class of
For HTHS Alumni, please include an email address

I give my permission for the above information to be printed in the PFA Student Directory every year my child attends
High Technology High School. Should I have an address/telephone/email change I will notify the PFA Co-Presidents as
soon as the information is known.

Parent/Guardian Signature Date




HTHS Clothing Order Form (complete form found on BBS)

9 # 0 ( !
Items—choose | Maroon Grey Sz small | Szmed | Szlarge | Sz XL Sz 2XL Price Total
color and size due
Hooded $35
Sweatshirt
Crew $25
sweatshirt
Short sleeve $12
T shirt
Long sleeve NA $18
T shirt
Women’s Denim | NA NA $30
Shirt
Men’s Denim NA NA $30
Shirt
Blackwatch NA NA NA $22
Flannel Pants
Short Sleeve $15
Polo Shirt-NEW
Name Homeroom
Address Phone Questions to Linda Risden.
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HTHS Student Clubs & Activities
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b K 2t Student News
Multicultural Club (Mrs. Semoc-Morris) Congratulations to Brian Shell for his recognition as the
= 0 NJ winner at the US/Stockholm Junior Water Prize held
# in Phoenix, AZ in June. See www.sjwp.org for more
( # information.
#
National Honor Society (Mrs. McQuillan) The HTHS Academic Team was a semi-finalist at the
? ! National Academic Championship regional competition
% # June 1-4, 2007. Members were Athena Jiang, Dan
% Handlin, Karpur Shukla and Man-Yan Lam.
? %
# % The HTHS Academic Team was semi-finalist at the
Performing Arts Club (Mrs. Mannion ) 2007 Panasonic Academic Challenge at Disney World,
# /7 ( June 23-27, 2007. The team was Athena Jiang, Dan

Robotics Club (Ms. Grunthaner)

D 0] % % # !

10

Handlin, Karpur Shukla, Joe Czop, Tom Jackson and
Kelly Roache. Athena was selected for the “All American
Academic Team”, one of 6 individuals selected as the
best individuals competitors in the entire competition. She
(Continued on page 11)




Students News continued from page 8 HTHS Faculty Awards for 2007:

received a $1000 scholarship. In a raffle drawing, * Math.ematlcs.—Athena Jiang
Kelly won a Panasonic digital camera. ¢ En.ghsh—Ell.zabe'Fh .Wendel
e Science—Raja Srinivas
TSA National Competition was held in Nashville, TN * Social Studies—Yelizaveta Yermakova
June 24 to 28. HTHS had a team of 11 students who ¢ Technology—Andy Lau
qualified by finishing 1st in the State TSA Conference. e World Languages—Nicholas Maisonave
We had representation in 15 events. The following is a e Research—Dan Handlin
list of HTHS finalists for this year’s National TSA e  Engineering—Glenn Stroz
Conference:
e Megan Cusack, 2nd place, Imaging Technology Congratulations .to the following Class of 2007
e  Glenn Stroz, 2nd place, Technology Bowl-Written students who received Memorial Awards:
e  Franz Sauer, 2nd place, Transportation Modeling Recipients In Memory of
e  Shawna Hagen, 4th place, Career Comparisons
e  Mike Maffei, Glenn Stroz and Shawna Hagen, 4th Andrew Brodsky & Anthony DeSarno
place, SciVIZ Chris Heller
e Jon Lui, Robert Karol, 6th place, Radio Controlled Nicole Newman & Carrie Wolfe
T_ransportatlon . Sarah Choi
e Liza Yermakova, Glenn Stroz, Craig Stevenson,
9th place, Technology Bowl-Oral Lisa Yermakova & Edward P. Felt
HTHS was once again the top award winner from ALL Nicole Newman
the NJ High Schools at the 2007 National TSA
conference. Henrique Schembry Stephen Sherman

Contributions to the Memorial Scholarships in loving memory of Carrie Wolfe or Anthony DeSarno are gratefully

accepted. Please indicate “Wolfe Memorial Scholarship” or “DeSarno Memorial Scholarship” on the memo line.
Donations can be sent to HTHS-PFA, P.O. Box 119, Lincroft NJ 07738.

HTHS Annual Donation Option 2007-2008

Your ANNUAL DONATION can make a huge difference in your child’s educational experience at
High Tech. This replaces many of the smaller fundraisers! Please consider this option!
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HTHS CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER 2007 OCTOBER 2007
5 Wed Teachers’ Breakfast (7:30 am) 1 Mon Underclass Portraits
6 Thu First Day of School for Students I Mon PSAT Prep Course (2:30-4:30 pm)

PFA Exec. Committee Meeting (7 pm)
2 Tue PSAT Prep Course (2:30-4:30 pm)
4 Thu #1 Info Session (6:30 pm)
6 Sat  Official SAT Test Date
8
9

7 Fri  PFA Hosts BBQ Lunch (Noon)

10 Mon PFA Exec. Committee Meeting (7 pm)

12 Wed Driver’s Education Class Begins
(2:45-5:00 pm)

13 Thu School Closed

15 Sat  Mock PSAT & Breakfast (arrive at 8:45

Mon School Closed—Staff Day
Tue  PSAT Prep Course (2:30-4:30 pm)

am to begin at 9:00) 10 Wed MPI1 Progress Reports Mailed
18 Tue Senior Parents Night (7 pm) 13 Sat  #2 Info Session — 10 am
20 Thu Back to School Night/PFA General 15 Mon PSAT Prep Course (2:30-4:30 pm)
Meeting (6:30 pm) 16 Tue College Funding Night (7 pm)
21 Fri  SGA Event - Back to School Dance at District Main Office, Freehold
(6:30 pm) 17 Wed PSAT - All 10" & 11" Graders (8 am)
24 Mon  Princeton Review PSAT Prep Course 18 Thu Parent/Teacher Conferences (6:30-8:30 pm)

(2:30-4:30 pm) 22 Mon Senior Portrait makeups
25 Tue Princeton Review PSAT Prep Course . . )
(2:30-4:30 pm) 26 Fri  SGA Event - Fright Fest (6:30 pm)
25 Tue FAFSA Info for Senior Parents (7 pm)
at District Main Office, Freehold

27 Sat  Mock SAT & Breakfast (arrive at 8:15 to
begin test at 8:30)
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