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Principally Speaking
 The most important single ingredient in the formula of success is knowing how to get along with people.

Theodore Roosevelt

How well I remember my first opportunity to visit High Tech and experience that ever so delicate “first 
impression” that leaves an indelible mark in one’s soul. A kind invitation from Mrs. Murdoch (the Principal at 
the time) to attend the Freshman Orientation was extended to me, my wife, and our small army … also known 
as our six children. To say that I was nervous would be an understatement. I was preparing myself for the 
community atmosphere that Mrs. Murdoch had described, but what I actually experienced that first day blew 
me away and continues to do so this very day.

The primary characteristic that struck me that day is how much everyone seemed to truly like each other 
and care for one another; students, faculty, staff, parents, … EVERYONE! This was certainly a comforting at-
tribute and Mrs. Murdoch’s ability to make me feel like a part of the High Tech family before I even officially 
came on board was just another element that seemed to embody the aura of the entire community. Prior 
schools where I had worked before this were tight-knit, but this seemed to be on a completely different level. I 
mean, I have always considered interpersonal skills to be my greatest strength as an educator, administrator, 
and human being, but surely it couldn’t be like this all the time, could it?   

Now having had a little over five years to continually revisit that initial impression and the mark it left on 
me, I can say without question that what we have here is unmatched anywhere else. I see it every time I drop 
into classrooms, or department discussions, or after school activities. I sense it every time I interact with stu-
dents, or teachers, or parents. I feel it every time I meet with the counselors, or walk the halls with the custodi-
ans, or ask the secretaries to “do me a favor”. I even hear it during lunch duty, and student conferences, and 
checking out the latest postings to “What’s On Your Mind?”. 

The sense of respect and collegiality that exists at High Tech is the backbone to its success. None of us are 
above it and we must all continue to work to keep it alive and strong. There are ways to disagree without dis-
respect and strategies to solve conflict without confrontation. As long as we make it a priority, there are no ob-
stacles that we can’t overcome together. In these difficult and challenging times, it is ever so important to set 
the standard and learn how to put aside differences in order to accomplish the greater good for society, espe-
cially for our future generations. THAT is what we stand for, and work for, and as long as we continue to foster 
and nurture our ‘people skills’, the words of President Roosevelt will ring loud and true; at High Tech, in our 
homes, in our communities, and hopefully, someday, in our world.

Daniel D. Simon, Sr.
Principal
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Co-Presidents Letter

 Inside this issue....PFA News, page 3-4 ... Art & Gift Auction News, page 3 ... Student News, 

 
 
 page 5 ... Yearbook ads, page 6 ... PFA Commitees, page 7... Calendar of 


 
 
 Events, last page.
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Winter has settled in but Spring is not too far away…..
A big, huge, magnificent THANK YOU to all who helped support our 50/50 raffle, 

Classical Music Night and our Barnes and Noble day! Your generosity made these events our 
most successful to date!

Thank you to Jane Rappleyea and her committee for the “We’re  #7 according to 
US News and Report” reception in December. It was a wonderful way to celebrate our 
ranking.

Thank you to Luanne Wood and Cathleen Feeney for putting together an informative and 
yummy Freshman Tea.

Don’t forget Sophomore night is February 7 and Junior night is March 6. These are in-
structive evenings for you and your child. Please make every effort to attend.

Our Art and Gift Auction needs you! Our Art and Gift Auction will be held Friday 
April 25, 2008. This is our biggest fundraiser for HTHS. Please contact Allison Wollman on 
the BBS to see how you can participate in this fun-filled evening of art and gifts.

The post prom committee is getting underway. Please contact Ellen Cahill on the BBS for 
more information on how you can get involved.

Last but not least, is Senior Brunch. It is a HTHS tradition that the families of the Juniors 
help organize this event. Last year we changed venues to the Navesink Room at BBC. A lovely 
brunch was served. It is a wonderful way for our Seniors to start their graduation day. Please 
contact Michele Robins if you are interested in participating in this event. 

These events are what make HTHS such a special place for our children. Your 
assistance - whether it be in the form of time, talent, or money, goes to a great cause – 
our students.

If you are interested in serving the following positions on our executive board:

 Recording Secretary,  Corresponding Secretary  Please contact Susan Carlson on the BBS.

Thank you again for all your support thus far this year. 

Sincerely,
Michele A. Schultz-Robins and Jean Primavera

Parent Faculty Association Presidents
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Parent Faculty Association News
Fundraising Corner

support the PFA
¥ HTHS Clothing for purchase
HTHS Clothing available for purchase all year: The cloth-
ing order form can be found on the HTHS website under 
PFA as HTHS Clothing Order form. Orders wil be deliv-
ered to students homeroom. Clothing will also be avail-
able for purchase at the Sophmore and Junior Parents 
night and Freshman orientation. Direct your  questions to 
Linda Risden.

¥ SchoolPop.com  – Ongoing – All Year
SchoolPop.com is easy to use as you shop on-line! Just 
register with SchoolPop and then go through their site to 
your favorite on-line stores! L.L.Bean, LandÕs End, Ama-
zon, Home Depot are all there! We get up to 18% of your 
purchase at no extra cost to you.

¥ QSP ReaderÕs Digest  – Ongoing – All Year
 QSP.com features magazines at very reasonable subscrip-
tion rates! There are also gift items. Your purchase at QSP 
gives back to the PFA, again at no extra cost to you.


 More information or forms on any of our fund-
raisers can be found on the BBS. 

Luanne Wood reported that we made 
$550 on the Kidstuff book fundraiser! Thanks 
to all who participated!

Classical Night
Friday Dec 7th proved to be an elegant 
showcase for many of HTHS brightest 
stars!  Pianists, vocalists, bassoonists, 
guitarists  and flutists were among the 
talented musicians that graciously per-
formed for parents, staff and their peers.  
Food provided by the PFA and HTHS 
parents. The fabulous decorations crafted 

by the student committee further contributed to the at-
mosphere, along with a wonderful selection of student 
crafted art work on display.  

The PFA would like to thank all the performers and artists 
and would also like to especially thank the Student Or-
ganizers;   , Avantha Arachchi, Joan Liu, John Mueller, 
Kelly Roache and Rebecca Yu.  The night was 
a success mainly because of all your hard work and 
dedication!!
Shelley Zeigler

The 50/50 raised $6,435!  WE AWARDED ;1st prize- 
$1,585,  2nd prize-$951 and 3rd prize-$634. Money raised 
helps support scholarship and PFA events.

Education support
Career Day

Speakers & Volunteers 
needed

 
Career Day will be held this year on Friday May 2nd.  
This is a great chance for our students to explore career 
opportunities in many different fields, including architec-
ture, engineering, science, technology, the arts and public 
service.  We are putting together the list of speakers and 
are currently looking for an Industrial Engineer, Video 
Game Programmer/Designer and a Scientist/Researcher 
with a focus in a biological discipline.  If you know 
someone in one of these fields who would be willing to 
speak with the students, please contact Jane Rappleyea 
on the BBS. Volunteers are also needed to attend lunch 
with the speakers on Career Day.  Please contact Jane if 
you are interested in participating. 

 Hospitality
Thanks to Jane Rappleyea and her crew for the wonderful 
goodies they provided for the #7 celebration.  Everyone 
had a wonderful time.  Also many thanks to Cathy Feeney 
and LuAnn Wood for their hospitality and hard work or-
ganizing the Freshman Tea.  Thank you to the teachers, 
students, and parents who came out for this informative 
evening.  Everyone's dedication to these events are what 
make them a success.

We look forward to Sophomore Parents Night on 
February 7, and Junior Parents Night on March 6.

The Hospitality Committee

Scholarship Committee

 

The PFA is delighted to be able to offer eligible graduat-
ing Seniors a number of scholarship awards.  The support 
of the PFA fundraising efforts and the generous donations 
from a variety of Monmouth County engineering firms 
have made these awards possible.  Seniors can download 
the application form which will be posted on the BBS in 
April.  By completing a single application form, you will 
make yourself eligible to receive one of these scholar-
ships valued from $500 to $1,000. Good luck!

Joan Dale & Jane Lemonde, 
PFA Scholarship Co-Chairs
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Newsletter Notes
High Tech Times is published six times a year by the 
HTHS PFA. It is available on the HTHS website 
www.hths.mcvsd.org, as well as on the BBS; look in 
the PFA-HTHS Conference and click on the Old 
PFA Newsletters folder at the top of the window. You 
might find the web or BBS version useful for print-
ing out copies of forms, leaving your printed copy 
intact.

P le ase Cons ide r. . .
If you would prefer to receive High Tech Times as a 
PDF file via email instead of paper mail, please con-
tact Dianne or Laura via the BBS; youÕll receive the 
newsletter a day or two sooner, help save postage 
and cut down (well, at least a little bit) on paper clut-
ter in your mailbox.


The deadline for the April/ May newsletter is 
March 7,  2008.

 Dianne Thompson, 
 Laura Tiano, Co-Chairs

HELP WANTED-Looking for someone to 
help and/or be Co-Editor for this newsletter next 
year. It’s a great way to stay informed. Please BBS 
Laura Tiano.

Post Prom
Friday night May 16th... after prom..... 

Red Bank YMCA. 

Preparations are beginning and it promises to be 
a fabulous evening for all. The Post Prom Com-
mittee will be needing volunteers to help ensure 
the success of the evening. Please consider sign-
ing up to help in the planning or the night of. 
Decorating, hospitality, chaperones, clean-up are 
just to name a few. More details will be sent out 
as the time gets closer.

To help out please BBS Ellen Cahill.

Art and Gift Auction
Save the date! The PFA’s biggest annual fundraiser 
is April 25th, 2008. This is an enjoyable evening to 
socialize, snack on great hors d’oeuvres and buy 
some beautiful artwork while supporting the 
school’s PFA Scholarship and General Fund. This 
event is SO BIG and raises SO MUCH money, that 
plans are already well underway!
Once again, the event will include the themed gift 
baskets. Some current ideas include: Travel, Digital-
Photography, Dinner Out, Technology, Music, Sports 
and Theatre. Last year, the baskets were so popu-
lar,they raised over $4,500 for the PFA! Of course, 
this doesn’t happen without your help….
At this time, we are looking for tax-deductible cash 
donations (please make checks payable to HTHS-
PFA)and gift cards from your favorite stores. We can 
then shop for items to complete the theme. If a few-
families donate $50 or $100 each, that will buy quite 
a nice item to bid on, be it a TV, large grill or week-
end away! Please consider going in on it with 
friends and co-workers.
Your continual and generous support is very much 
appreciated! Please return the form below with your 
donation to the PFA Mailbox, HTHS, P.O. Box 119, 
Lincroft, NJ Att: Art & Gift Auction.
The next meeting will be February 12 at 7:15PM at 
the school.Come out, make friends and learn more 
about this great event! Any questions contact Alison 
Wollman on the BBS .
----------------------------------------------------------------
Please accept my donation of: 
__ $25  Business card size
__ $50 1/4 page
__ $75 Half page
__ $100 Full page
__ Other 
for the 2007 Art and Gift Auction.
Please list my name/business as 

_____________________________________
in the program.
Name: 
_____________________________________

Phone: ________________
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Environmental Club
Don’t Throw Out!

The Environmental Club is collecting old cell 
phones and used (empty) ink cartridges. Dona-
tions are sent to FundingFactory in return for 
cash. The money collected is used to donate back 
to environmental groups or park systems.

Congratulations to George Corsi. He was in-
ducted into the National Honor Society on 
November 15, 2007. Our apologies for inad-
vertently leaving off his name on the list of 
students inducted into the National Honor 
Society in the Dec/Jan. issue.

Musicians in Concert
Congratulations to six of our students; Kevin Lin,
B. , J. , Patty Lu, Andrew Shum, and Kevin Risden, 
for their performance in their winter concert in the 
“Senior Youth Orchestra” as part of the New Jersey 
State Youth Orchestra. A spring concert will be per-
formed as well. 

Intel Science Talent Search
Congratulations to Sujoy Gayen and 
Andrew Shum, selcted as two of 300 semifinal-
ists nationally in this yearÕs competition.
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Student News

Science League – Jan 10th Results 
30 participants

Once again, HTHS has distinguished itself in 
our first Science League competition at Mon-
mouth Regional HS.  Five out of our 6 teams 
came in first (and the 6th team came in 2nd-
although there will be a protest sent in due to 
incorrect questions/answers).

Many of the students were the top 2 scorers in 
all the disciplines.

Bio I
1st place Ð Team score
High Score Ð Sidney Buchbinder
2nd high score Ð Elise Bachman

Bio II
1st place Ð Team score
High Score Ð Yinuo Wang
2nd high score Ð Maria Zakhalyavko

Physics I
2nd place Ð Team score
High Score Ð Joshua Ma

Physics C
1st place Ð Team score
High score Ð Joe Meyer
2nd Hgh score Ð Patty Yau
3rd High score Ð Craig Stevenson

Chem I
1st place Ð Team score
High Score Ð Ben Katk
3rd high score Ð K. D. and Ethan Dale

Chem II
1st Place Ð Team score
High Score Ð Jake Robbins and Rebecca Yu
2nd high score Ð Steve Castellano

Congratulations to all who won and 
participated!
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THE PARENT FACULTY ASSOCIATION (PFA)
PFA Executive Committee

Membership on the Executive Committee consists of the elected officers and the chairperson(s) 
of each standing committee. For the School Year 2007-2008, the Executive Committee consists of 
the following members:

PFA Executive Board Members 2007-2008
*Co-President                Michele Robins 732-918-9054
*Co-President                Jean Primavera 732-531-0405
*Vice-President Susan Carlson 732-528-1419
*Corresponding Sec Gail Folinas 732-974-9375
*Recording Sec Kathy Woolston 732-303-0535
*Treasurer      Jackie Francisco-Sapienza 732-530-4991

PFA Committee Members 2007-2008
*Alumni Support               Bill Warshauer 732-728-9002
*Education Support Chair    Jane Rappleyea 732-946-4887
    Practice PSAT/SAT          Linda Kern   732-223-5376
    Driver’s Ed Course           Debbie Shields  732-747-7180
    Career Day         Jane Rappleyea  732-946-4887
    Enrichment Requests       Dianne Thompson 732-747-9324
*Fundraising Chair      Linda Kern   732-223-5376
    Super 50/50               Jayne Kelly 848-459-4868
    Barnes & Noble               Patty Friedhoff 732-280-3574
    Art & Gift Auction                  Alison Wollman 732-544-9448
    Clothing Sales               Linda Risden 732-389-4633
*Hospitality Co-Chairs          Penny Mueller  732-280-2261
                        Barbara Chao  732-758-9359
                         Lin Jagendorf  732-792-1123
                        Mary Ellen Castellano 732-671-8485
*Membership        Malu Felizardo  732-294-0471
                Karen Rock  732-367-5751
*Newsletter Co-Chairs           Dianne Thompson 732-747-9324
                           Laura Tiano  732-292-0555
*Parent-Student 
    Activities Chair  Shelley Ziegler  732-935-9646
    Classical Evening  Shelley Ziegler  732-935-9646
    Annual Picnic  Ann Sherwood  732-946-7953
     Victor& Laurie Olefson 732-219-0709
    Post Prom Party  Ellen Cahill   732-870-6842
*Scholarships & Corporate
        Grant Chair   Joan Dale  609-259-2032
      Jane Lemonde 732-280-2358
*Tech Support Chair  Jayne Kelly  848-459-4868
Senior Luncheon Co-Chairs    Michele Robins, 
* Indicates positions that may vote according to bylaws.
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HTHS Calendar of Events

February 2008
 1   Fri       MCVSD 9/10th Gr. Dance at BTHS  6:30 PM

 4   Mon    PFA Meeting 7 PM - All are welcome!
 7   Thu     Sophomore Parent Night 7 PM
15  Fri       SGA EventÑValentine Dance 6:30 PM
18  Mon    School ClosedÑStaff Day

March 2008
1    Sat    Official SAT Test date
4-7 Tue-Fri      HSPA TestingÑJunior Class
3   Mon   PFA Meeting  7 PM
5   Wed   MP3 Progress Reports Mailed
6    Thu   Junior Parents Night  7PM
7    Fri    SGA EventÑLock-In 6:30 PM
13  Thu   Parent Teacher Conferences 3:30 -5:30 PM
21-28 Fri  School ClosedÑSpring Break

April 2008
4   Fri     Multicultural Fair  6:30 PM
7   Mon  PFA Meeting 7 PM
10 Thu   End of Marking Period 3
11  Fri    MCVSD District Dance @CHS  6:30 PM

Parent Faculty Association

High Tech High School
Monmouth County Vocational School district
PO Box 119
Lincroft, NJ  07738
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