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Principally Speaking
By Daniel D. Simon, Sr., Principal

The rung of a ladder was never meant to rest upon, but only to hold a man’s foot long 
enough to enable him to put the other somewhat higher.

Thomas Henry Huxley

It doesn’t seem so long ago that I, like this group of 70 young men and women, was awaiting the day that would 
celebrate the culmination of my high school career; graduation day 19 … (you didn’t think I was really going to give 
you that info, did you?). So many memories to cherish that could “never be topped”, not remotely cognizant of how 
many more (and better) memories there would be to come. It was a time when nothing could stop me and I had the 
world at my feet. Why did I have to wait? I wanted it all right there and then. 
Now that I’m a “grown up”, if there is any lesson I have learned in life it is that everything happens for a reason. 
God has a plan for each of us and, no matter how hard we try to rush it or mess it up, somewhere down the road we 
all figure out what our mission in life is meant to be. For me, the detour was the dream that I was destined to be a 
star of stage and screen. It took me a journey half way across the country to find out that the pining in my heart to be 
a teacher, husband, and father was my true calling. Now after fifteen years of marriage (this July) to the woman of 
my dreams, six children, and the honor of being the Principal of the #7 high school in the United States of America 
(thank you, US News & World Report), I can’t imagine my life being any more blessed. And if I had a chance to go 
back to amend all of the poor decisions and fix all of the mistakes I made … I wouldn’t change a thing.
I truly love what I see in the members of the graduating class of 2008. These are students who are successful in so 
many venues beyond just academics (although they certainly have been impressive in that category). I continue to be 
drawn to the quality of the personalities and the depth of the character I witness each and every day. The best part of 
all is the feeling I have deep down that tells me every one of these 70 graduates is going to make a difference some-
day; some in ways more subtle than others. Each one touches the lives of those around them and makes the world a 
better place, just by being in it. They will all be missed … each and every one.
Parents - be proud and confident that you have raised fine, upstanding citizens who are and will continue to be posi-
tive contributors to our society. Students – enjoy life and all it brings. Don’t look too far ahead, but also don’t look 
down as you continue climbing the ladder of life, one rung at a time. Remember to work hard, show respect, model 
ethical, responsible behavior, and take a stand for what you know is right. But if I know you like I think I do, you 
wouldn’t have it any other way …

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2008 !!!
This final “PS” of the year would be incomplete without taking a moment to thank so many of the moms and dads that 
have been an integral part of the supportive and nurturing environment that the PFA provides for us all. Their dedication to 
the entire High Tech community is evident in all of the time and effort they put into the myriad of services they have 
provided. I will miss their camaraderie and their spirit.
 Jean Primavera  Ellen Cahill    Barbara Chao
 Patti Friedhoff  Patricia Goldsmith   Helene Hagen
 Lin Jagendorf  Russ & Trudy Stevenson  Dianne Thompson
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To all of my friends at High Tech High School:
This is my opportunity to say good-bye and thank you to 

the High Tech PFA team Ð a team made up of everyone in the 
High Tech community.  It includes individuals who baked a dessert 
for Classical Music Night, donated their time at an information 
session, contributed to the annual donation fund, supported the 
PFA at the Annual Art and Gift Auction, and stayed up all night 
helping out at the Post Prom.  You, and our exceptional faculty, 
made a differenceÉand I know you will continue to make a 
difference.  

 It has been an honor and a privilege to be a part of this dedi-
cated, sincere, hard working, generous, and caring group.  It is a 
group that does not want or expect anything in return other than 
to know that their efforts helped to make the High Tech High 
School experience the best that it could be for ALL the students.

So again, I say thank youÉfor your time, your Þnancial sup-
port, your cooperation, your energy, your enthusiasm, and most 
of all your friendship.  I will miss you all.

Jean P!mavera
Co- President, HTHS PFA for 2007-08

"ank Y#!
  The PFA Scholarship Committee 
gratefully acknowledges the generous donations of 
Monmouth County engineering firms, businesses, and 
individuals.  These donations have made it possible for 
us to offer Scholarship Awards in addition to those 
funded directly by the PFA.

$500 Donors
Birdsall Services Group, Sea Girt
GTS Consultants, Inc., Freehold

French and Parrello Associates, Wall
New Jersey Feed Lab, Inc., Trenton
Engineered Design Group, Freehold

$250 Donor
Maser Consulting, Red Bank

$100 Donors
Virginia and Ken East, Eatontown

Brinkerhoff Environmental Services, Manasquan 
(pledged)
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Co-President’s Letter
This has been another outstanding year for the HTHS-PFA.  Thank you to all the teachers, staff, par-

ents, students, and friends who added to our success.  Thank you to all the committee chairs and the vol-
unteers who helped at the PFA events. We would like to extend a special thank you to Alison Wollman, 
our Art and Gift Auction chair; her efforts went above and beyond. We would also like to thank Ellen Ca-
hill for her enthusiasm and hard work that helped to make the Post Prom Party one of the best ever.

Don’t forget to join us at the Annual Family Picnic to be held June 8 from 1:00 to 4:00 at Turkey 
Swamp Park.  Thank you to the Feeney and Wood families for coordinating this fun-filled event.

It is time to relax and enjoy the summer…we will see you in the Fall.

Sincerely,
Michele Robins and Kathy Woolston,
C0-Presidents Parent Faculty Association for 2008-09
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Parent Faculty Association News
 

Fundraising Corner
support the PFA
 Barnes & Noble

June 3rd-W. Long Branch, Holmdel & Freehold
All your  purchases will be credited to HTHS PFA and we 
will get a percentage! Just tell them at the checkout it is 
for the High Tech School Fundraiser. Tell all your friends 
and family—they can also support HTHS PFA at no addi-
tional cost! Just shop on Tuesday, June 3 for all your 
summer reading at any one of the three stores!

•  HTHS Clothing for purchase
HTHS Clothing available for purchase all year: The 
clothing order form can be found on the HTHS website 
under PFA as HTHS Clothing Order form. Direct your  
questions to Linda Risden.

•  SchoolPop.com Ð Ongoing Ð All Year

SchoolPop.com is easy to use as you shop on-line! Just 
register with SchoolPop and then go through their site to 
your favorite on-line stores! L.L.Bean, Land’s End, Ama-
zon, Home Depot are all there! We get up to 18% of your 
purchase at not extra cost to you.
•  QSP Reader’s Digest Ð Ongoing Ð All Year

 QSP.com features magazines at very reasonable subscrip-
tion rates! There are also gift items. Your purchase at QSP 
gives back to the PFA, again at no extra cost to you.
More information or forms on any of our fundraisers, can 
be found on the BBS. 

Art & Gift Auction Update
Another Great Night Out at the Art and Gift Auction!

We sure hope you enjoyed this year’s Art and Gift Auction!

 A sincerely heartfelt “Thank You” is extended to everyone who 
made our annual event amazing this year; and it was amazing! 
We raised over $15,000 because of you and your efforts.  If you 
bought tickets, made donations, purchased art and/or bid on 
baskets--“thank you”!  If you donated food, helped serve it, 
placed an ad or invited a friend--“thank you”!  If you sent in a 
donation in your absence, collected tickets at the door, bought a 
Locker Print or organized silently—“thank you”!  If you con-
tributed any amount of your precious time to make this event 
the smashing success that it was…a sincere “THANK YOU” 
from the Art and Gift Auction Committee. 

Please be sure to join us for next year’s Spring Gala as we plan 
and create an even more successful evening to highlight our 
students and to socialize among this amazing community of 
parents, faculty, staff and students. 

Career Day Success
We had another very successful Career Day on Friday 
May 2nd.  This year’s program included 15 speakers, 
many of whom were first time attendees.  A variety of 
occupations were covered within the fields of engineer-
ing, research, computer science, public service, law, film 
production and writing.  A special “thank you” to fresh-
men parent Kevin Kern who specializes in artificial intel-
ligence, junior parent Kerry Zukus who is a published 
author and ghost writer, Angela MacNeil who is Mrs. 
MacNeil’s daughter-in-law and a mechanical engineer, 
and High Tech alumnus Diana Applegate (Class of 1997) 
who is a Deputy Attorney General for the State of NJ in 
Middlesex County in the DYFS Division.
We also want to thank Bill Tepfenhart, who is a software and 
electrical engineer from Monmouth University, for joining us 
as a speaker and for providing lunch for the speaker group. This 
is the fifth year that Monmouth University has generously 
sponsored the HTHS Career Day luncheon for us.  

A program like this is not possible without the assistance of our 
PFA parent volunteers, who this year included Ellen Cahill, 
Linda Kern and Dianne Thompson.  Additionally, sincere 
thanks goes out to Mrs. McQuillan and our National Honor 
Society student speaker hosts/hostesses Avantha Arachchi, 
Donald Husa, Damara Viray, Josie Chu, John Mueller, Joan 
Liu, Max Blodgett, Katie Dynarski, Lucas Pasch, Dan Sher-
wood, George Corsi, Joe Nugent, Geordie Folinas, Lindsey 
Rappleyea and Jay Feldman.

We welcome our High Tech parents to participate in Career 
Day, either as a speaker or as a volunteer.  If you are not able to 
participate, but know someone that you think would be a good 
addition to our speaker program on Friday May 1, 2009; please 
contact Jane Rappleyea on the BBS.

 Hospitality
Thank you to Rehka Mazumdar, Cathy Feeney, Barbara Chao, 
Susan Carlson, Jane Rappleyea, Ammie Chao, Mary Ellen Cas-
tellano, and Mary Bissell for the wonderful job they did setting 
up and serving at the Teacher's Appreciation Luncheon.  Thank 
you to everyone who donated food, or gave the gift of their 
time, to make this year a very successful hospitality year.

Penny Mueller, Hospitality Committee

Newsletter Notes
High Tech Times is published six times a year by the HTHS 
PFA. It is available on the HTHS website www.hths.mcvsd.org, 
as well as on the BBS; look in the PFA-HTHS Conference and 
click on the Old PFA Newsletters folder at the top of the win-
dow. You might find the web or BBS version useful for printing 
out copies of forms, leaving your printed copy intact.

If you would prefer to receive High Tech Times as a PDF file 
via email instead of paper mail, please contact Laura Tiano via 
the BBS; you’ll receive the newsletter a day or two sooner, help 
save postage and cut down (well, at least a little bit) on paper 
clutter in your mailbox. September Deadline- August 8, 2008.
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Please join us at The Annual 
HTHS Parent Faculty Association 

Family Picnic

When:
 1pm to 4pm on Sunday, June 8

Where:
Turkey Swamp Park

(Oak Point Picnic Shelter)
200 Georgia Rd. Freehold

Directions to the park can be 
found on

www.monmouthcountyparks.co
m/parks/turkey.asp

Come relax, play games, and get to 
know the families of the HTHS Com-
munity. Speaking of games, come 

equipped with your favorites!

Please bring your own lunch.
Soda, chips, and dessert will be 

provided.

Questions? Contact 
Cathleen Feeney

or Luanne Wood
We can also be reached via the BBS.

Annual Donations
Thanks so very much to all of our High Technology High 
School families who have made a tax-deductible contribution to 
our Annual Donation Option this year. Many of these donations 
have also included a matching gift from your employers. So far 
this year we have raised over $2,525 through your generous 
contributions to this Annual Donation Option. These funds are 
used to support student activities and enrichment, as well as the 
annual PFA scholarship awards. On behalf of the PFA, thank 
you very much.  Jacqueline Francisco Sapienza, Treasurer

THE PARENT FACULTY ASSOCIATION (PFA)

PFA Executive Committee
Membership on the Executive Committee consists of the 

elected officers and the chairperson(s) of each standing 
committee. For the School Year 2008-2009, the Execu-
tive Committee consists of the following members:

PFA Executive Board Members 2008-2009

  *Co-President  Michele Robins    732-918-9054
*Co-President       Kathy Woolston      732-303-0535
*Vice-President Dianne Thompson   732-747-9324
*Corresponding Sec Marian Warshauer    732-728-9002
*Recording Sec Susan Carlson      732-528-1419
*Treasurer       Steven Fineberg

PFA Committee Members 2007-2008

*Alumni Support  Bill Warshauer  732-728-9002

*Education Support Chair Jane Rappleyea 732-946-4887
Practice PSAT/SAT     Linda Kern   732-223-5376
Driver’s Ed Course     Debbie Shields  732-747-7180
Career Day                  Jane Rappleyea  732-946-4887
Global Enrichments  Dianne Thompson 732-747-9324

*Fundraising Chair  Linda Kern   732-223-5376
Super 50/50  Jayne Kelly   848-459-4868
Barnes & Noble  Patty Friedhoff  732-280-3574
Art & Gift Auction           Alison Wollman  732-544-9448
Clothing Sales  Linda Risden   732-389-4633

*Hospitality Co-Chairs  Penny Mueller  732-280-2261
   Barbara Chao   732-758-9359
    Lin Jagendorf   732-792-1123
   Mary Ellen Castellano 732-671-8485

*Membership  Malu Felizardo  732-294-0471
   Karen Rock   732-367-5751

*Newsletter Co-Chairs  Laura Tiano   732-292-0555
                        Dianne Thompson  732-747-9324

*Parent-Student 
Activities Chair  Shelley Ziegler  732-935-9646
Classical Evening  Shelley Ziegler  732-935-9646
Annual Picnic               Cathy Feeney, Luanne & Bill Wood 
Post Prom Party  Ellen Cahill     732-870-6842

*Scholarships & Corporate
 Grant Chairs  Joan Dale   609-259-2032
   Jane Lemonde  732-280-2358

*Tech Support Chair  Jayne Kelly   848-459-4868

Senior Luncheon   Christine Balas & Cheryl McLoughlin

* Indicates positions that may vote according to bylaws.
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Drivers Education Course

Fall Classes
The PFA at High Technology High School will 
again be organizing an after-school driver’s educa-
tion classroom course in conjunction with the 
Coast Driving School.  Both fall and winter/spring 
sessions are planned.  The course is similar to what 
your student would receive at a public high school.  
Since there is no room in the HTHS curriculum to 
include this, the after-school program is offered as 
an alternative.  Students who satisfactorily com-
plete the program will receive a certificate stating 
that they have completed the 30 hours so that they 
are able to qualify for reduced insurance rates.  
Please note this is not a behind-the-wheel driving 
course.  Registration will be on a first- come, first-
served basis.  It is open to sophomores, juniors and 
seniors, but priority will be given to students who 
already are or will be turning 16 by December.  
Additional information will be mailed over the 
summer.

The Educational Support Committee is looking 
for a parent volunteer  to take over the coordina-
tion of the program.  It is very well organized, 
documented and easy to implement.  The outgoing 
Coordinator, Debbie Shields, has graciously agreed 
to serve as a mentor.     

Please contact Jane Rappleyea on the BBS if you 
would be willing to join the Educational Support 
Team in this capacity.

PSAT Information for 
September

Attention all rising Sophomores and Juniors! The 
practice PSAT will be given Sept. 27 at HTHS. A 
PSAT course will be offered after school by Princeton 
Review--two 3-hour sessions on September 29 and 
October 6 or October 1 and 8. The official PSAT will 
be given during school on October 15. Watch your 
mail this summer for info. on how to sign up!

Post Prom 2008 
was a Great Success!

Thank you to the many volunteers who made this 
event possible. Please know we appreciate all of your 
help in planning, decorating, baking, shopping, chap-
eroning and cleaning up the facility. Once again the 
HTHS community came together to host a very suc-
cessful and safe Post Prom. All who attended (includ-
ing the chaperones) had an awesome time! We espe-
cially thank Ellen Cahill--Post Prom Extraordinaire!

!
To Mr. David Silverman:  

Best Wishes on Your Retirement 
and Thank you for everything 

you've done for all our 
High Tech Students!  

~the HTHS PFA~
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Congratulations:
Franz Sauer for being awarded the NSHSS Claus 
Nobel Academic Scholarship. He will be awarded in 
Washington DC.

Matthew Warshauer was honored for his entry be-
ing selected as the winning conceptual graphic design 
for what will eventually serve as the Monmouth Jun-
ior Science Symposium (MJSS) Moniker.
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 Senior Class News 

American University 
Boston University
Brookdale Community College
Brown University
Brigham Young University
California Institute of Technology
Carnegie Mellon University
Claremont McKenna College
Columbia University
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
Drew University
Drexel University
Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering

Georgia Institute of Technology
Harvard College
Johns Hopkins University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University
Middlebury College
Monmouth University
New Jersey Institute of Technology
New York University
Philadelphia University
Princeton University
Ramapo College
Rice University
Rutgers University

Rutgers University School of Pharmacy
Stevens Institute of Technology
The College of New Jersey
The College of William & Mary
The Cooper Union
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Rhode Island
University of South Carolina
University of Virginia
Villanova University
Virginia Institute of Technology
Wesleyan University 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Andreatch, Steven:  BCC Public Radio
Chambers, Brian:  CentraState
C, Z:     Mon. Med. Ctr
Corcoran, Jennifer:   Mon. Med. Ctr
Curley, Joseph:   Mon. Co. Prosecutors Office
Dalton, Sage:   Shrewsbury Boro School
DeScenza, Devin:  Mo.Co. Prosecutors Office
Gayen, Sujoy:  UMDMJ
Hagan, Shawna:  Alcatel-Lucent
Jagendorf, Alex:   Smith Barney
Kaplan, Chase:  Cinecall
Kim, Junho:   Allen-Thomas Associates
K, M:    Alcatel-Lucent
Lau, Kwendy:   Accounts Payable
Loelius, Charles:  BCC Physics Dept.
Lomax, Ciara:  Alcatel-Lucent
Lui, Jonathan:   ENCON

Meacham, Ayana:  Monmouth Cares
Meisenhelter, Stephen: Emutek
Ranganath, Praveen:  IFF
Shell, Brian:   Ohmset
Sherbert, Matt:  Decker Wright
Shum, Andrew:   Currents
Stevenson, Craig:  Patterson and Sheridan
Supnekar, Neil:  Alcatel-Lucent
Tobias, Ray:   BCC Television Station
Waldman, Abe:  Mo. Med. Center
Wang, Yinuo:   IFF
Wei, Angela:  Onset Design, Inc.
Yau, Patricia:   CentraState
Yu, Rebecca:   BCC-Public Relations Dept.
Zakhalyavko, Mariya: Paramax
Ziegler, Brandt:  IFF

Congratulations to Seniors who recently completed their Mentorships:

Class of 2008 College Acceptances
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Congratulations — 
Student News

NMSQT 
Commended Scholars
Congratulations to the following Class of 2009 stu-
dents who were recognized as Commended Scholars 
based on their scores on the PSAT (National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test).

Arachchi, Avantha
Bakshi, Anthony
Blodgett, Maxwell
Carlson, Brigit
C, S
Castellano, Steven
Chu, Josephine
D, E
Durante, Nicholas
D, K
Feldman, Jay
Gabor, Jonathan
Gavankar, Tanay
Katz, Benjamin

Liu, Joan
Lye, Theresa
Mane, Daniel
Pang, Joshua
Rappleyea, Lindsey
Robins, Jacob
Samaniego, Christopher
Schraer, Stephen
Sherwood, Daniel
Weeks, Timothy
Wollman, Michael
Yermakov, Afanasiy
Ziegler, William
Zukus, Jason

Math League 
Accomplishments 

Brookdale earned 1st Place in the Mid-Atlantic Region and 9th 
in the nation for AMATYC Student Math League. That is the 
math league for two year colleges. Brookdale's success is due to 
the participation of High Tech students. Of the top 20 scorers in 
the Mid-Atlantic Region, Robert Karol earned the honor of be-
ing the highest scorer in the Mid-Atlantic Region. Tom Jackson 
was 3rd, Andrew Shum was 5th, Tony Bakshi was 6th, Franz 
Sauer and Craig Stevenson tied for 7th, Angela Wei was 9th, 
Afanasiy Yermakov was 14th and Stephen Meisenhelter was 
19th. Angela Wei earned the honor of being the highest scoring 
female for the region.
1st place in Shore Math League 
top scorers for HTHS - 
(30 pts possible) Robert Karol, Sujoy Gayen and Josh Ma -29 
pts each, Tom Jackson and Angela Wei -24 pts each, Junho Kim- 
22 pts, Patty Lu and Kevin Lin 18 pts each)
2nd place in Monmouth County for New Jersey Math League 
top scorers for HTHS - (36 pts possible) Channing Huang 29 pts; 

Kevin Lin 25 pts; Angela Wei 24 pts; Tom Jackson and Josh Ma 
22 pts; Sidney Buchbinder, Tanay Gavankar and Kwendy Lau 21 
pts; Jake Robins and George Xu 20 pts
 
1st place in Continental Mathematic League - NY/NJ Region 
- Calculus Division (top scorers for HTHS (40 pts possible) 
Tom Jackson 37 pts; Afanasiy Yermakov 35 pts; Robert Karol 34 
pts, Ethan Dale and Brandt Ziegler 32 pts; Patty Yau and Jake 
Robins 31 pts; Charles Loelius and Pat Cardone 30 pts; Joe 
Meyer, Praveen Ranganeth and Angela Wei 29 pts

HTHS had 6 students qualify for the American Invitational 
Mathematics Exam.  The qualifiers were: Steven Castellano, Z. 
C., Stephen Meisenhelter, Tom Jackson, Jake Robins, and Josh 
Ma.

Moody’s Mega 
Math Challenge

In early March, over 250 teams from lower New Hampshire to 
Wilmington, Delaware, submitted viable solutions to the 2008 
Challenge problem, Energy Independence Meets the Law of 
Unintended Consequences. Student teams were required to ad-
dress issues associated with increased corn-derived ethanol pro-
duction and fuel substitution and relate these matters to dramatic 
and unanticipated rises in farm commodity pricing, the future of 
food supplies in developing nations, the effect on carbon dioxide 
emissions, and the cost-effectiveness of producing ethanol. 
Teams had 14 hours to quantify these concerns using 
mathematical-modeling techniques, develop and defend their 
models and justify their conclusions.

Team #128, consisting of Tom Jackson, Kelly Roache, Jason 
Zukus, and Afanasiy Yermakov placed among the top 6 teams 
and at a formal presentation on Wednesday, April 30, at 7 World 
Trade Center they were presented the Summa Cum Laude Team 
Prize of $20,000.

Honorable Mention and $1000 prize [7th - 11th place] 
Robert Karol, Andrew Shum Praveen Ranganath

Chess Club at
State Finals

At the state tournament this year, High Tech placed 6th.  On the 
brighter side, Sujoy Gayen was awarded the 1st place trophy for 
Best 4th Board at the tournament and Matthew Sherbert was 
awarded the 2nd place trophy for Best 5th Board at the tourna-
ment. 

Chess Season Summary:

1st Place Division 2 of Shore High School Chess League, 1st 
Place Knights of Columbus Tournament, 1st Place Shore High 
School Chess League Championship Tournament (League 
Champions)

The varsity chess team members include: Junho Kim, Bryan 
Oakes, Spencer Lindeman, Sujoy Gayen, Matt Sherbert, Jona-
than Liang, and C. J.
Great job Chess Team!!
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Ruckus Nation
Ruckus Nation is an idea competition 
launched September 18, 2007. Ruckus 
Nation challenged entrants to imagine a 
new product that is fun and cool enough 
to make kids want to get up and move 
around. HopeLab, the nonprofit organiza-
tion sponsoring Ruckus Nation, will sup-
port the development, testing and distribu-
tion of products based on the best ideas. 
High Tech High School team won in their 
category for their MoovDisk.
The Team: Anthony Bakshi, Moyukh 
Chatterjee, Jeff Hart, Lahiru Mudalige, 
and Matthew Warshauer
-Semi-finalist Team (The Blue Box): 
Kevin Lin, Joan Liu, Joshua Ma, and Ol-
iver Song.

Victory at the 
Federal Reserve

The High Tech team of Dan Mane, Jason 
Zukus, Lucas Pasch, Anthony Bakshi and 
Iris Chen won at the NY Federal Reserve 
Bank's "Fed Challenge", making it to the 
semi finals. Great showing! They gave a 
fifteen minute presentation to a board of 
Federal Reserve employees and survived 
a thrilling ten minute question and answer 
session. Kudos to Iris for actually know-
ing what NAIRU was (it’s Non Accelerat-
ing Inflation Rate of Unemployment), for 
those keeping score at home.

BRITE
On April 22, the Academic Team [Tom 
Jackson, Sujoy Gayen, Robert Karol, 
Kelly Roache, Andrew Shum, and Jason 
Zukus] won the Bridgewater-Raritan Invi-
tational Tournament of Excellence 
[BRITE] and share a $2000 first prize 
scholarship.

 Science Fairs
JSSF Honors

A record 40 trifolds (most with ribbons 
adorning them) cam back from the first 
science competition of the year in March. 
Special congratulations to 5 ninth grade 
students for not only completing and en-
tering projects, but also winning ribbons 
and earning invitations to Delaware Val-
ley Regional Science Fairs! Projects earn-
ing recognition are cited below. The In-
termediate Fair was for grades 9 &10. 
Upper division was for students in grades 
11 & 12. In addition, Sage Dalton & Kel-

sey Noll earned special recognition from 
The Human Factors and Ergonomic Soci-
ety and invitations to present to their 
members this summer. Franz Sauer was 
recognized with a $200 award from the 
Institute of Electronics and Electrical En-
gineers. K.D. walked away with the larg-
est monetary award of the fair ($500) This 
was presented by the NJ Water Environ-
ment Association and the State Chapter of 
the Water Environment. 

At the end of the day, we returned with 
thirty-eight ribbons and thirty-three in-
vites to regional level competition.

Here's the run down of winners:
Upper Division (Gr. 11-12)

Behavioral and Social Science
 1st Place: Sage Dalton
Chemistry
 1st Place: Jason Zukus        
 2nd Place: Jeffrey Hart         
Engineering
 1st Place:   Franz Sauer        
 2nd Pace:   Tanay Gavankar 
Environmental Science
 1st Place:  K.D.        
Mathematics
 1st Place: Nicole Nava         
Medicine and Health
 1st Place: Steven Castellano         
Physics
 1st Place:  Andrew Shum        
 2nd Place:  Stephen Schraer        
Zoology
 1st Place:  Brigit Carlson 

Intermediate Division (Gr. 9-10)

Botany 
 1st Place:  Joshua Ma         
 2nd Place:  Anthony Chen        
 3rd Place:  Lois Li         
Behavioral and Social Science
 1st Place:  Kelsey Noll        
 2nd Place:  Melissa Felizardo         
 3rd Place: Rebecca Handlin         
 H. Mention: Sruti Swaminathan        
 H. Mention:  Kaylyn DeSomma         
Chemistry
 1st Place:  Ami Wang         
 2nd Place:  Paige Burke        
Computers
 1st Place: Amrita Mazumdar         
Engineering
 2nd Place:  Paul Bender        
 3rd Place:  Rachel Mann        
 H. Mention:  Erika Rech         
 H. Mention:  Andrei Tapliga         
 H. Mention:  Christian Gennaro         
 

Environmental Science
 1st Place: Matthew Warshauer        
 2nd Place:  GregoryWoolston         
Earth and Space Science
 1st Place:  Benjamin Drake         
Medicine and Health
 2nd Place:  Oliver Song         
Physics
 1st Place: M.C.        
 2nd Place:  C.J.         
 3rd Place:  Rustin Cashel         
Team Projects
 2nd Place:  James Ting
 2nd Place:  Elise Backman         
 3rd Place:  Timothy Ng         
 3rd Place:  Sidney Buchbinder         
Zoology
 3rd Place:  Emma Poalillo         

AFCEA/BCC/IEEE 
Science Fair

The top four projects will be awarded 
plaques and the cash awards identified 
below by AFCEA. 

First       $2000    Franz Sauer
Second   $1500    Steve Castellano
Third    $1000    Jeff Hart
Fourth   $750     Andrew Chien  
H. Men  $150  Jason Zukus       

60th 
Delaware Valley 

Science Fairs
Grade 12
Behavior & Social Sciences:

 First Place: Sage Dalton
Engineering:

 Second Place: Franz Sauer
Physics:

 First Place: Andrew Shum
26th Marie Curie Science Fair
Grade 11
Chemistry:

 First Place: Jeffrey Hart

 Second Place: Jason Zukus
Engineering:

 First Place: Tanay Gavankar

 Third Place: Jay Feldman
Environmental:

 Third Place: Katherine Dynarski
Medicine & Health:
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 First Place: Steven Castellano
29th Ben Franklin Science Fair
Grade 10
Behavior & Social Sciences:

 Third Place: Kelsey Noll
Botany

 First Place: Joshua Ma

 H. Mention: Anthony Chen
Chemistry:

 H. Mention: Paige Burke
Computer:

 Third Place: Amrita Mazumdar
Earth & Space Sciences:

 H. Mention: Benjamin Drake
Engineering:

 Second Place: Andrew Chien
Environmental:

 Third Place: Matthew Warshauer

 H. Mention: Gregory Woolston
Physics:

 First Place: M.C.

 H. Mention: C.J.
24th Benjamin Banneker Science Fair
Grade 9
Physics

 Third Place: Rustin Cashel

In addition, 18 Students 
won one or more Special 
Student Awards. 
They were: K.D., Benjamin Drake, Sage 
Dalton, Andrew Chien, 
Andrew Shum, Tanay Gavankar,
Jeffrey Hart, Steven Castellano, Franz 
Sauer, M.C. Rustin Cashel, Jason Zukus, 
Jay Feldman, Amrita Mazumdar,  Paige 
Burke, Stephen Schraer,
C,J,, and Brigit Carlson. 

NJ Academy 
of Science

Two dozen HTHS research projects were 
presented to the scientific professionals 
assembled in April at the annual meeting 
of the New Jersey Academy of Science 
held at Kean University - home to the NJ 
Center for Science, Technology and 
Mathematics Education.  The presentation 
format for this competition was formal 
oral presentations using visual presenta-
tion software such as PowerPoint, Key-
note, and in some instances browsers and 
animation programs.
HTHS Recognition:

First place honors went to: Anthony Chen 
(Botany), K.D.  (Environmental / Earth Sci-
ence), Matthew Warshauer
(Environmental), Brigit Carlson (Animal 
Behavior), Sruti Swaminathan (Human Be-
havior), Moyukh Chaterjee (Mathematics / 
Computational Science), Tanay Gavankar 
(Physics / Engineering) First place winners 
will be invited to represent New Jersey at 
the annual meeting of AmJAS/AAAS to be 
held in Chicago during February of 2009.

Second place winners were: 
Joshua Ma (Botany), 
Jeffrey Hart (Chemistry), 
Gregory Woolston (Environmental), 
Steven Castellano (Health / Medicine), 
Kevin Lin (Human Behavior), 
Andrei Tapliga (Physics / Engineering)
Third place winners included: 
Ami Wang (Chemistry), 
David Kelly (Human Behavior), 
Rachel Mann (Physics / Engineering)

Finally, checks (in the amount of $100) 
were presented to five HTHS Grants-In-
Aid participants for the competitive re-
search grants they authored in the Fall 
semester to support their research pro-
jects.  You may recall from a prior an-
nouncement that the top five grant scores 
for the state all went to HTHS students, 
with the top one being Melissa Felizardo, 
followed by Jay Feldman and Steve Cas-
tellano (who tied for second), Brigit Carl-
son and Anthony Chen. 

Monmouth 
Junior Science 

Symposium
Franz Saur, Jeff Hart, Jay Feldman and 
Andrew Shum were invited to make for-
mal presentations of their work at the 
Monmouth Junior Science Symposium 
this year. They all received extensive rec-
ognition in the form of plaques and 
awards. In addition, Franz Sauer and Jeff 
Hart took 2nd and honorable mention, 
respectively, and will be traveling
on to Orlando in early May, to attend the 
national Junior Science and Humanities 
Symposium.  Jason Zukus was selected to 
participate in the poster competition held 
at the Thursday evening banquet. At that 
event, he won a third place medal/ribbon, 
along with the coveted ‘student choice’ 
award – students voted Jason’s as the best 
- earning him a $100 award. Besides these 
two honors, he received extensive awards 
for his poster.

Finally, AFCEA (The Armed Forces 
Communications-Electronics Association)
 
will also honor these students at their June 
banquet for MJSS projects related to their 
particular areas of interest /expertise:
 First place - Jay ($550)
 Second place - Franz ($350)
 Fourth place - Jeff ($200)
 Fifth place - Andrew ($200)

Science Bowl
Our Science Bowl team went to the Na-
tionals in Washington, DC and had a great 
time, finishing in the top 3rd in the coun-
try. They're already thinking about next 
year and how they can improve. Our goal 
is to be in the top 16 this coming year. 
They had a wonderful time: Night tour of 
the Tidal Basin monuments, a private 
IMAX viewing, a Congressional reception 
where our Representative, Rush Holt 
came and spoke to our team members 
personally. Most of the Representatives 
didn't show up, however, Rush Holt spent 
15 minutes or more with our 4 students.  
The National Museum was the site for a 
wonderful catered luncheon and awards 
ceremony.

US-Stockholm 
Junior 

Water Prize
The Stockholm Junior Water Prize (SJWP) 
is the most prestigious international youth 
award for a high school water science re-
search project. Its purpose is to increase 
students' interest in water-related issues and 
research, and to sensitize them - as future 
leaders - to global water challenges. 

K.D. attended the New Jersey Water Envi-
ronment Association's annual conference 
and exhibition today in Atlantic City where 
she was awarded a plaque and presented 
with a check in the amount of $500 for be-
ing selected as the US-SJWP winner for 
Jersey Shore Science Fair.

Jason Zukus was also awarded $500 and a 
plaque for being selected as the US-SJWP 
winner for Delaware Valley Regional Sci-
ence Fairs at the same ceremony.  We also 
learned that Jason's research has earned him 
the honor of being selected as the overall NJ 
winner of the US Stockholm Junior Water 
Prize and will therefore travel to represent 
the State at the national competition in late 
June.  The national competition will take 
place in Orlando, Florida this year. 
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HTHS Calendar of Events

June 2008
 2-4   Mon-Wed       Senior PEEC Trip
 2 Mon    PFA Meeting (7 pm) - All are welcome!
 3 Sun    Barnes & Noble Fundraiser
 8 Sun    PFA Picnic 1-4pm
 13 Fri    SGA Event (6:30 pm)
 17 Tue   Senior Brunch, Graduation
       LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

August 2008
8 Fri Deadline for September Newsletter

September 2008
4 Thu    FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
8 Mon     PFA Meeting 7pm
9 Tue   Welcome Back Picnic
16 Tue  Senior Parent Night
18 Thu  Back to School Night
27 Sat   Practice PSAT Test

Parent Faculty Association

High Tech High School
Monmouth County Vocational School district
PO Box 119
Lincroft, NJ  07738


